
"The Rainbow Haftara" bv Rabbi Arthur Waskow
set to haftara trop by Hazzan Jack Kessler

(:
You, My people,  burnt  in f i re,

('
s t i l l  star ing bl inded

:by the f lame and smoke
L

that rose from Auschwitz and from Hiroshima;
\)LA

(
You, My people,

r
Battered by the earthquakes

3of a planet in convulsion;
L

rYou, My people,

Drowning in the f lood of words and if iages
z=L

r '
That beckon you to eat and eat,-L

t('

to dnnk and drink, to f i l l  and overtit l  your Obll ies

at the tables of the gods of wealth and powerf
L-J

(
You, My people,

Drowning in the f lood of words and if iages
z7-L

.)That-poured unceasing on your eyes and ears-
z,LL

drown out My *6Os of Torafr,

My visions of the earth made whole;' /LA

Be comforted: I have for you a mission ful l  of joyl
c L ' )  J



r :I call you to a task of celebration.
rf f i

I  cal l  you to make from f ire not an al l-consuming bl aze
l:  r  'But the l isjht in which all beings see each other tulty

7L

All different, All bearing One Spark.
JLA

f fv(I call you to l ight a f laime to see more clearly
L7

rThat the e'arth and all who lide as pdrt of it

Are not for burningS
)

l ( - \A flame to see the rainbow
('.

in the many-colored faces of al l  l i fe.
t- fz

I  cal l  you: l ,  the Breath of Life,
/ ' - ) ( ' \

Within you and beyond, Among you and beyond,
f.

[That One Who dwells between you and me]
7L

r?That One Who breathes from redwood into grizzly,

That One Who Oretatnes from human into swd*pgrass,
7L

r :
That One Who breathes the great pulsations of the galaxies.

(r : ( r '
In every brUath you breathe Mb, In every breath lbreathe you..L 'L

(O
I call you- In every c.roak of every ffog I call you,

In every ,r5tt. of eacn=*r, each tii",l citt you,
7

(r :
In. the wall ings of the wounded earth -- | call you.f

F)



f r -
cal l  you to a peoplehood renewed:

fa 'call you to reweave the fabric of your tolt<

and so to join in heal ing
)LA

the weave of l i fe upon your planet.I
\)

n.ri,ion,
F(;For seven generations past,vL

the earth has not been able to make Shabbos tLJ
O. r  \ . .And so in your own generation

o
You tremble on the verge of Flood.

7L
(.

Your air is f i l led with p5ison.
(2

The rain, the seas, with poison.
fi

The earth hides arsenals of poisonous fire,
7L

t:
Seeds of l ight surcharged with fqtal darkness.' , rv L A

@;'
The ice is melt ing, the seas are r is ing,

L

The air is dark with smoke and rising heatf
zUJ

^,O,/r 'And sb- | call you to cdrry to all  pebples
ftthe teaching that for se;en generations

the earth and all her earthl ings learn to rest.I
\JV

r ( :I eall you once again To speak for Me,



rTo speak for
(

To speak the

lTo speak on

-re
Me because I have rro voice,

L
1OName of the One who has no Name.

L
r( i

behalf of those without a voice of their ownl
L

To speak for al l  the Voiceless of the planetf
\J

f .
Who speaks for the redwood and the rcick,

f.
the l ion and the bdetle?

, iO
My Breath I blow through you into a voiclng:

z-L
rr/ '

Speak for the reciwood and the rock, the l ion and the beetle.

I call you to a task of joy$
L,/

F (  -1 . .  , ,  ,  '  r  z
For seven generat ions, this is what lcal l  for you to do:

7
11 r

To make once mbre the seasons of your joy
ri

into celebrations of the seasons of the earth;
7

af '
To welcome with your cahdles the dark of moon and sun,

(r :
To bless with careful chewing the fruits of every tr.ee

L 
v 

J L- A
('

For when you meet to bless
r\n

the rising juice of l i fe in every tree trunk-
v

I am the Tree of Life.3
L) r r :

To live seven days in the open, windy huts,
o

And cal l  out  t ruth to al l  who l ive beside you-
z7L,

.rr '
You are part of the weave and breath of l ife,



You cannot make walls to wall i t  out3
\J

I  call you to a covenant between the generations:
\ /LA

r?That when you gather for a blessing of your children

as they take on the tasks of new tomorrows,
LJLA

f' l 'You shy to thbm, they say to ybu,
L

(.
That ybu are all My prdphet

L

Come to turn the hearts of parents
r.

and of children toward each other,
L

Lest my earth be smashed in utter desolation$
(J

I call you to eat what I call kosher:
LJLA
r .). ? r. '

Foo'd that spiings trgm an eaith you do not p6ison,
(r '

Oil that f lows from an earth you do not drain,

Paper that ,Jres from un 
"irth 

you do not sldsh,

Air that comes from an earth vou do not choke,.t. , rss vvrr  - ) . - . .  J-  v v lv rrv!  vr .vr \v. t l

/ f2rI  call you to speak to all  the peoples, al l  the rulers..LL

raz
I call you to walk forth before all nations,

L
o

to pour out water that is free of poison-z. t

and cal l  them ul l  to clean and clari fy the rains of
LJ

r :
I  call you to beht your wil lows on the earth

7L

winterf



and shout its healing to all  peoples.
\. /LA

I call on VJ, to cfl on all the pe:oples

to cle{nse My BDath, My anr,from all the gases

that turn My earth into a furnu.r.f
L')

t - \aI call you to l ight the colors of the Rainbow,
(. . ,Lr

To raiSe once r-bt" before all dyes

That banner of the .ou"nant between Me.

and al l  the chi ldren of  Noah and Naamah,
L)LA

and all that lives and bre.athes upon the Earth - tgLJ
r

So that neve, ugth, al l  the days of the earth,
L> ar

Shall  sowing and harvest, cold and heat,

summer and winter, day and night ever cease!
LL)LA

I call you to lotve the Breath of l-ite-
r\ :

For lcive is the fire thatblazes in the Rainbow.
L

(i
I  call you so to l ive for seven generations

Lv

As in the days when ygu went forth f rom slavery;!
= c -L J

f : r .
So in these seven generdtions

r2
The earth wil l  br ing forth manna,

The bread of joy and freedom -
J 

-L A

and all earth can sing together
-J

Songs of Shabbos.f


