
The Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen United States of America

When, in the .drr. or nftan .uri-,,r,

-1-

- r r
it becomes n'ecessary for one p'eople to dissolvethe political binds

which have connected them w.ith anoJher,
/LA

and to assume among ttre p6wers of the elrth,
/

?r 'u
the deparate andequal station to which the laws of nature

L

and of nature's God entitle them,f,
\_/

-?a-Oa d5cent resfect to the on4rions of rfiankind requires

uld decl#* tf,. .r'rr*, which imppl them to the separation.S
\ ' )

We hold these tfutns to be setf-eVident, that all men are created equal,
?L/LA

that they are end6wed by their Cr$tor with 6rtrin unalienabte rights,

that arDong these are life, liberty and the pgrrsuit of happiness.!,
5 

g g L J '  ' (
f f

That to Scure these ?lghts, governments are instiiuted among nien,

dgriving their just p6*urc from the consent of the gduerned.

That whenever any form of government becomes destructive
l l , \JL.

to these e-nds, it is the right of the preople to alter or to ibolith it,
A>

and to institute 
t"* 

glvernment,

laying its fdrndation on such pr{iciples

as to tl6m shall seem most fileV to effect their safety and happines'O
L )  

'  
errv r 's lv lerr ' " - - . l }

;

and organizing its powers in such form,
L



O. f  /
Prudence, indebd, will dictate that gbvernments long established
z' ,>

should not be chbnged for light and transient causes;
LJLA

?.

and accordingly all expbrience hath shbwn
>

-z-

that *r6tind are more disposed to ,i.,ff"r, while evils ,r* ,,lFFerable,
L

than to right themselves by abolishing the forms
"rl L J

to which they are accustomed. $

But when a tfng frin of abuses and ,rurp?,ions,vL

( /"
pursaing invdriably the same o6iect evinces a ddsign-Lr(

to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty,
JLA

to throw off such gbvernment, and to provide new guards
L\J

for their future security.$

- Such has been the patient sufferance of these colonies;
19

and sucrr is n6w *re nel6sity in,.n ,onrlrrii, ,rr*

to alter their former systems of government.$
LJ

qa((
The history of the prebent King of Great Britain is a l"iistory

of repeated injuries and uiurpations, atl fr6ving in direct dbiect
L

the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these st_ates.
2-Ll t\

fo p/5ve this, let facts be subm[tted to a candid world. Q
. fL" /O

He has r6fused his assent to ldws,



r '
the most wlnolesome and nLcessary for the public gbod.

He has tornfoen his g$ernors to pass rfws
r : r

of imm6diate and pressing impdrtance, unlSss suspended in their operbtion.  
L 

.L

ti l l his assent should be obtained;
l - tLA

and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to then" 0
l -  

JIJJP( 'T lLIELl t  I  |  
\ -  -  -J 

rLLEt lLr  Lv Ll  ls l  I  l .+

He has refused to pass other laws for the acqommodation
\ : ,LJl-

of large districts of 
ryonle, 

unless those pGpU would relifquish the ,fiftt
l f -

of representation in the ldgislature, a right inestimable to th'em
Ll-

and formidable to tyrants onY. $J

He has called aogfaf,.r legislative n6dies at places un6rrl, uncomfortable,
t

and diitant from the depository of their public rqcords,r-r-LA

for the sole purpose of fatigu[n ,n:* into compjlance with his mearrr*r$

He has dissolved representative hbuses repdatedly,

-3-

hisforfor oppostng wtn *T,t nrmness nts Inyasrons on tne ngnts or tne peo
. \OLt

He has refu'sed for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others
q->

-  - l t  
o,  f  ,  '

to be el6cted; whereby the legiglative powers, incbpable of annihilation,
have returned to the people at Erge for their e2<ercise;

\ -  '  r  
J-  L A

the st#* l..,rlining in the mefntime e*pGeO to all the dangers

r t
of irivasion from *itf,out, ?d convulsions withtn.$,

He has endeavored to prev6nt the population of these stites;

I{roppostngwith manlyfirrhness invasions
a,

the iqhts of the people
A



r  r  -  - ' .  '4 '
for that pdrpose obstrycting the larws for naturalization of foreigners;

refusing to pass others to encourage their migration hither,
t )Lh

and ralsing the conditions of new appropriations of lands.Qsr rv '  2-" 'v -"  t : ,  \ -  J 
' - '  

O 
-

He has obstructed the administ r{tion of ;uitice, by refusing his assrent
a
I

to laws for establishinq iudiciary powers,
J 

v '  
L "h

He has made judges dep6ndent on his will alcine,

for the tenure of their 6ffi..r, and the amount and payment of their salaries.$
Lr- ' t

He htis #.r.0 a multitude of new 8rri."r, and sent rr{ner swarms
L>

f to

of officers to harass our people, and eat out their substance.
JLA

He has kept ,tl6ng us, in times of p{ace, standing armies

witfout the conssnt of our legislatur*.|

He has affected L l.fno*r the {urr^r, indepehdent of
I

and superior to civil pgruer. f'J  L 'A e

He has combineOlritf, oth"r, ,o ,unGct us to a jurisdlction

foreign to our constitltion, and unacknowledged by our laws;
r-J-LA

,:  f  f  .
giving his assent to their abts of pretgnded legislit ion:

For quartering large b6dies of armed tr6ops ambng us:

For protecting them, by

which they should cofn
l.-. J

For cutting off our trfd

f l :
mock trial, from punishment for any murders

L

mit on the inhabitants of these states:
L,A

e with all parts of the dorld:-L



Fslr inln*sins tsxs$ on [s withnut sur *o*iun'' -s-

t*r d*pnivtnq nis in many 6uu, rf the b$efits af trial by iilry:

F*r transp*rtinE us beyond seas to be yr:O for pretended offgtses:

r
ron ah/otishlng ttre free $yjtem *f English lhws in a neghboring pro'vince,

*stfi l isning the}in an arhitrary gfo*rn*ent, and errlarging its b#unduries
t_ I-

$0 fis t* renc*en it at fn** *n *f**ple and tit instrument
7A

fmr intr*ducing th* same absolute rule in these colorries:$
(-  

.  r  t  -  .^ , . .^r ,^ '
Fon takine away nur charter$, ab6tlshing our most valuable latws,

i
xnci al{nning fundambntally the fornrs cf our Sovernment$;

-- 
- t Fr*, - ,: -,-,((. -l^ ^^r r. /

F*r susp*nfftng silr swn legislh'tures, and declaring thenrselves

lnvesr*d with p6*l to lluislxe f*r.y, ,i; cnse$ whatsoeour'$

$-{* has ahdicated gfvcrnment hire, by d$claring *s
7i

*ut *f his pratection and waging war against us'f;
t -  

'  -*  ' *  -"* . i ] " - ; tJ"  -s 

f  

( , )  
2

fr-'!s hns $lugder*c$ aur ssa$, rqvaged not,*&uuts, burned *ur tdwns,*u"-' .>
and destr*yed the l ives af our people. $L

r-t* is ar rhis ti$e ,r*iro6ting targ* i?*ie* of foreign *#**naries

r* ils$rlillete the *f,rOu of *e*nu desolatinn and ty?anny, *tn6Oy n*Jun

r .P' . r r
with circrjEnstffnces cf cruelty and p'erf idy scarcely paralleled in the most

barb*r*uu #g*u, and tntalty un#off ihy of the head of a nivi l ized nation.f;

;t;;";C--* "rir*r,o* 
.G,r*n* taken tp*iu* nn ttte fiun u&*

rG
t* hear arm* against their country'ta become the ****6i*n*r$

7
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*f th*ir fr i*nds
t*

and brethren, *r ts fall them$Plves
tJ

s
by th*ir lrands$

attent ion to our I riti
t*

br*thren"
J A

He and hasend*av*red"le hns excited d*nTlestic lnsurrecticns amongst t"15, 3n# nas eno*av$rac
* t -  

7--  >

/  .  a.  t r  : t -  -  |
t* biing sn tns inhSbitants af our frohtiers, the mbrcfless lndian savases'

r :
who*e lsffi*wr"]$yl* cf warfare, is undistinguish*d destructi*r:

*f *l l  ag*s, $sx*s and c*nditions. $
L)

f
*m *very srase cf thex* appre\sion$ ws have petiti*n*cl for redr*ss'5.  t -

xrnhl* Ufr*u, *LIr repeat*d p*i*Uon, have heen *nswered
\*

f  / r  ,

r:nly by repeated in.!uny" A piince, whOse character is thus marked
") ' '  ' - ' i  

A- >
f i

hy *v*ry'm*t whieh may define a tyrant, is unfit tc h* th* rul*r-"T-.JLJ

*f a fr*n punpl*-S

f{*r hnve we be*n wanting in ish
t"rn

r"( ' l '
W* hav* wdrned thcm frcm time to tiine of atternpt$ by their legislature

L

t* *xt*r-:d *n unwarr,antahle jurisdiqtion over u.s. We hav* r*eminded them
L.)DA

i
*f tfie *ir'*un'rstfinfl*5 nf our emigration and settlement h*re. $

We have appesled t* tf:ein native justice and magnar;imity,"* -" '* " t- A

amd we hxve cnniur*-rJ them by the tie! of our spfflrnsn tqindr*d- r  
7" '  L

f
t* disnv6w thes* usr.lrphti*ns, lruhich, wauld inevitably inteS:nt

fiLlr *cy1pe*ti*ns and correspond*no&We must, th6*fors' acquiesce

in ths necJsslty, which dendnc*$ sur **pur'*tion, and hol$- them,



-7-/?
as we frbtO the rqst of mankihd, enemies in ryar, in peace friends.$

L L.  J-  L
F\(

6, thelefore, the repre-sentatives of the Unitbd Stales of Amdrica,
,a ' .>

in Geheral Congress, assegbled, appe'aling to the Supreme Judge

of the wlrld for the rectitude of our inte.ntions, O{ in the r}me,
JLA

and by the authority of the good p$ple of these cSlonies,

1>
solemnly pirblish and decla?e, that these united cblonies aie,

r ,
and of right otrght to be free and independent states;9vl ' r fL Lv vv t tvE Ql lL l  l l lLr f tPV' . - -  

- - - - - rO

r,{ P t{ q,
that they are abiolved from 

-all 
allegiance to the British Crown, and that all

r  r  _?
political conriection between them and the state of Great Britain,

is and ought to be totally digsolved; and that as free and indepqndent states,
\- J 

v 
L h >

a\r?
they ha've full triower to levey l/var, conclude p6ace, contract alli5nces,

establistr cdmmerce, and to do all other acts and things

dent siates Tay of ;ight do$ nnd for the supfort
'L  L-  J-

of this decl#ation, with a firm reliance on the protection
z-\ ;LJ

of Divine Prgvidence, *" *fiually pl.edge to each oih"r" our lives,
L- n 'L-  )

and our sacred tronor.$our fortunes
)


