The Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen United States of America -1-
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When, in the co/urse of human events,
P .

it becomes necessary for one pgople to diisolve the political bands
which have connected them with another,
/ L A

and to assume among the pgwers of the earth,
>

’ 4
the s@parate and >(—.:qual station to which the laws of nature
L

and of nature's God entitle them,g
“ /

. o . .
a décent respect to the opLLmons of mankind requires

4 %
that they should declare the causes whlch imBeI them to the separation.g

We hold these truths to be self-eixident, that all men are created equal,
> L s/ L A
. r . . . .I
that they are endgwed by their Creator with dertain unalienable rights,
> (R
that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of ha iness.&
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. . . L :
That to secure these ?lghts, go;ernments are instituted among men,
. N r :
dgrlvmg their just powers from the coLnsent of the governed.

That whenever any form of gove;nment becomes destructive
& K, L
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to these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it,

A > L
and to institute new government,
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e r : r . . ;
laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form,
> L
r 3 . .
as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happmess.g
v /
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Prudence, indeed, will d;ctate that governments long established  -2-
=

should not be changed for light and transient causes;
L J L A

. . :
and accordingly all experience hath shown
>

that mahkind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable,
L L

than to rith themselves by abolishing the forms
v /

to which they are accustomed. g
ny <.
But when a Ic/;ng train of abﬁses and usurpations,
.. L '8 ; .
pursuing invariably the same object evtlces a design

C s
to reduce them under absolute dispotism, it is their right, it is their duty,
J L

to throw off such government, and to provide new guards
L \ J

for their ﬂiture secunty.g

— Such has been the patient sufferance of these colonies;
® \ 7 L,

and s;ch is nGW the necefssity whi;ih constrains them

to alter their former syjtems of government.g
-
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The history of the prg‘"sent K:i>r'19 of Great Britain is a h(i‘story
of repeated injuries and usurpations, all hgving in direct ébject

the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these s’&ates
- L

To pf ove this, Iet facts be submltted to a candid world. 3

He has r[fused his asseﬂ\t to Iaws
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the most wgolesome and ngcessary for the public gﬁood. -3-
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He has forbﬁden his gQvernors to pass laws

. C,. . . - . . .
of immediate and prgssmg importance, unle@s suspfnded in their operation
till his assent should be obtained;
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and when ao suspended, he has uEerIy neg!;:cted to attend to them.g

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation
[ L o -

e
of large districts of &eople, un>less those pefople would relinquish the r@ht

H C .
of representation in the legislature, a right inestimable to them
L L

29

and fgrmidable to tyrants only. S

Cu «
He has called togerther legislative bodies at places unusual, uncoLr_nfortable,
> >

and di:stant from the depository of their public records,
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for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measuresfZ7
s 'O “ - <>
He has dissolved representative hguses repeatedly,

>
for opp%sing with maLnly firmness his in\?sions on the righ&s of the people.

S . :
He has refuged for a long time, after sgch dissolutions, to cause others
=

N % e es B
to be eleréted; whereby the legislative powers, incapable of annihilation,
have returz\__ed to the people at 3rge fol[ their a(ercise;

/7 N .
the state remaining in the meg"ntlme expg;ed to all the dglgers

Q

N 3 . -
of invasion from without, and convylsmns within. 2
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He has endeavored to prevént the popul?_tion of these states;
>
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for that purpose obstr;ctlng the laws for naturah&atnon of foreigners;

refusing to pass others to encouLage their migration hri:her,
J

and raising the conditions of new appropriations of lands. g
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He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing his assent
> >

to laws for establishing judiciary powers.
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He has made jg}lges depéndent on his wli_ll alone,

for the tinure of their 5ffices, and the amount and payment of their salaries.g
-
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He h’a-s er.écted a mu‘I:utude of new <gfflces, and sent hither svy>arms

r T
of officers to harass our people, and eat 9ut thlfeir su)tzstance.
L

oL . . : .
He has kept am()ng us, in t;mes of peace, standing armies
> L

without the consent of our Iegislature.g
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He has aff)e.cted to ré;\der the military independent ;)f
L
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n .
and sup;erlor to CLI.VII power. ¢ ) )
He has cogbmed with others to subject us to a jurisdiction

foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws;
o S L A

(. 3
giving his assre-nt to their acts of pret?_nded legislation:
>
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For quartering large bodies of armed trgops among us:
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For protecting them, by mock trial, from punishment for iny murders
> ,

which they should cgmmit on the inhaLt')itants of these states:
-
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For cutting off our trade with all pirts of the world:
>
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For imposing taxeb on us without our consent: 5=
F /-
For depn\;ng us in many cases, of the benefits of trial by Jury
For ifaﬂspmt ng us beyond sgas to be B’ied for pretended OffiﬁSeS
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For abahsh ing the free system of English laws in a nenghbor ng province,

td

- . e
estabiish%ng therem an arbitrary government, and eniggmg its boundaries
L
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‘ r < -
so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument

7
for introducing the same absolute rule in these colo nesg
[
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For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws,
7

r
and altering fundamentally the for&ns of our govemments:
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For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring themselves
>

7
invested with power to legisiate for ’ijjs in all cases whatqoeverg
P
He has agdtcated govemment here by dé::iaring us

out of his @rﬁtéctiﬂﬁ and waging war against us.Q
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He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burned our towns,
Z e > ‘ L

and destroyved the lives of our peo le.Q;
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He is at this time transporting large armies of fe:ge;g:w mercenaries
’ 7 , A 8 N
to asm;ﬁete the works of death, desoiatton and tyranny, already begun

. - - :
with circumstances of cs’a.:?eity and perfidy scarcely pggaﬂeied in the most
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barbarous éges, and tcif_;aliy unworthy of the fwjead of a civilized natéon._‘g
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He has constrained our fellow citizens taken captive on the hL:gh seas

7 , s a
to bear arms against their country, to become the executioners
>



. =gy
of their fs*iandg and brethren, or to féi! themgeives by their handsg
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He has &xgted domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endgavared

[
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to bfing on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian savages,
r 4 i

whose kmwm;uie of warfare, is undistinguished destruction
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of all ages, sexes and conditions. %
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In every S'tgge of these oppré‘ssions we have pegtianed for rei:iress

& 3
in the most humble terms: our repﬁated petitions have been ar‘i_swered
u - . ,, 4
only by repeated ;r;;sry, A prince, whose character is thus marked
/ | - . .
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r : '
by every act which may dci_ﬁne a tyrant, is uaﬁkt to be the rjuier

of a free peapi&%
Nor have we been wanting in attention to our British brethren.
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We have W&?ﬁ&d them from tiﬁe to time of a@tempts by their Ee'gistatuz’e
to exz%ﬁd an unwarrantable jurisdijtion ?:fer ;;%s‘ We have rgminded them
of the {::is‘.%:umstanses of our emigr'a‘tion and set‘ﬂement here,‘%
We have ap;f??aied to their native jusﬁce and magnagimity,
and we have Q@ﬂjurgg them by the ties of our co:;xjmeﬁ kindred
to ﬁiﬁavgxf these usuyp:ations, which, would inev&ab!y %nterf}jpt
our QOS’I@SBJ{EQQS and correspaﬂdenca%We must, théorefcare, asquigsce

L
in the necessity, which demﬁnees our separation, and hold them,
-
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as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends.z
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Wg: thé\refore, the repre;entatives of the United Sta_’lc_t:-:s of America,
in Geﬁeral Coﬁgress, assegbled, appeging to the Supreme Ju\c-jge

: . . . ' \
of the world for the rejtltude of our mt%mons, do, in the name,
L

r .
and by the authority of the good people of these colonies,

sc,gl)e’emnly pﬂblish and decla?e, that the;e united c€|onies are,
. X
and of right ought to be f/ree and independent states;g

. R | Q
that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and tha‘t? all

L

" ‘. r s .
political connection between th>em and the state of Great Britain,

o= .

Ve %
is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as free and independent states,
- J L ) > —
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they have full power to levey war, conclude peace, contract alliances,

5 c
establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things

[ >
L . . A
which mdepindent states may of jlght doé> And for the support
[
of this decla?ation, with a firm reliance on the protection
N - o J

. . i s .
of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives,
e TR L /

our fort)unes and our sacred honor.%



