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Prudence, indeed, will dic;ate that governments long established  -2-
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should not be changed for light and transient causes;
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and a}c:‘cordmgly all experience hath shown
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that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable,
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than to rith themselves by abolishing the forms
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to thg:h they are accustomed. o
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But when a long train of ab'ixses and usurpations,
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pursuing invariably the same object evmces a design
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to reduce them under absolute dispotism, it is their right, it is their duty,
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to t}}i‘ow off such government, and to provide new guards
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for their future security.g
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— Such has been the patient sufferance of these colonies;
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and s>uch is now the necessity whiﬂz constrains them

to alter their former systems of govemment.g
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The history of the pr&ent Kgg of Great Britain is a history
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of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object

.
the establishment of an absolute tzf/ranny over these states.é7
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